Chasing the Desert
Reality-Doc Series >> Reality-Doc Feature Film

The Dakar Lexicon
The Dakar: A 15 day long endurance and navigation
between Lisbon and Dakar for cars, trucks, bikes and
quads, including 15 stages.
Road-Book: The document containing the
course directions, the cape to follow, the dangers and
the distances.

Stage: A course to cover between two cities. Includes a
special as well as one or two liaison sections, according to
the days.

Special: Also called a timed section. The portion of a
stage, covered on or off course, on which the competitors
are timed between two time checks. The time registered on
this section will be used to establish the standings.

Liaison: Section, normally on tarmac, used to reach the

be “unblocked” (with penalties), and additional guidance
information will appear, if a competitor gets lost. Also used
as an “informer” to control the speed of competitors after
every stage.

Iritrack: System transmitting information by satellite,
mandatory for all vehicles. Allows a competitor to
communicate with the PC (race headquarters) in case of
danger and the organization to know the precise position of
a competitor in real time.

Check point (CP): Mandatory passages located on the
course of the special. Competitors have their check point
book posted at each control.
Time checks (CH): Located at the start and finish of
each liaison and special.

start of a special and then to the finish bivouac of a stage.
It is not timed but the competitors have to cover it in a
maximum time.

Scratch: The standing based on the time established by
each competitor during a special.

Bivouac: Meeting point for the competitors of the race

penalties decided by the race officials according to the rule
book.

or in assistance as well as the members of the organization
and the press. It is always situated at an airport.

Navigation: The discipline of rally-raid forces the
competitors to orientate themselves and find the different
CPs and CHs. They are given a road-book at the bivouac at
the finish of the previous stage.

GPS: Reduced to its simple function as a compass, it can

Stage: The standing established after the sum of possible

Overall: Established after adding the times of
each stage.

Starts: Every day, the bikes followed by the cars and
finally the trucks take off according to the order of the
previous day’s scratch standing. This common rule however
has some exceptions...
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The Pursuit of a Dream
Seconds before midnight on December 31st,
the streets of Lisbon surge with anticipation.
In a crowded central square, thousands of
revelers await the countdown, their raucous
celebration already underway. As the fireworks
are prepared, the chanting rises to a deafening
roar. Yet Mark Miller hears nothing. He is
immune to the cheers. Seated in the cockpit of
his VW Racing Touareg, his eyes remain fixed,
as a hunter tracks his prey, on the road. At once,
he is far from this place, imagining himself
weaving shadows through the sand, his hand
coaxing the wheel, shifting gear effortlessly over
dunes the size of battleships, the engine tuned
to the future.

Dakar Proposal

A cloud of dust trails for miles in his wake. He
chases his destiny.
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In the early morning of January, professional
off-road driver Mark Miller will embark on
the pursuit of a lifelong dream. The Arizona
native has amassed some of the most impressive
victories in the motorsports pantheon, including

Now he is determined to become the first North
American to win the legendary Dakar Rally.
Like a small battalion in an international field,
North Americans are notably the minority, the
underdog. Mark’s drive to win is paralleled
with other North American competitors and not
just the amateurs who dream of just finishing
the rally but also his adversaries that will drive
against Mark to be the first North American to
capture the elusive Dakar winner’s title.
Shadowing him in his quest is independent
filmmaker and former pro-mountain bike
racer Shawna Cox. She has been given the
opportunity of a lifetime – a coveted media seat
in the race, and the only private access to Miller
and the Volkswagen team. After mere months
of mental preparation and physical conditioning,
she and her crew are about to take the wheel
of their own prototype vehicle and drive 6,000
kilometers (3,700 miles) across the Saharan
wilderness.
Drawn together by the relentless pursuit of
a dream, these desert racers and this urban
filmmaker are about to face the greatest
challenge of their lives.

Buckle your seatbelts.
We’re in for a hell of a ride!

Dakar Proposal

A Multicomponent
project

the SCORE International Baja 500 and Baja
1000 Trophy Truck Championships, as well as
the Pike Peak International Hill Climb.
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>> Reality Series
“Chasing the Desert” (working title) is a
reality-television series designed to introduce
North American audiences to the exciting
world of endurance off-road motor racing and
the desert lifestyle and adventure travel that
accompany it.
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Part behind-the-scenes celebrity profile,
part high-octane travelogue, and part beat
the clock makeover, the series will feature
Canadian independent filmmaker Shawna
Cox and her attempts to document racer Mark
Miller’s bid to win the prestigious LisbonDakar Rally. From the moment she is invited
to enter the race, cameras follow Shawna
and the cast of North American Dakar racers
through each step of the journey to Dakar.
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At the inaugural scouting shoot of the 2008
Rally, the ‘before picture’ of a filmmaker,
the stage is set for a breathless year long
adventure. From her home in Canada to the
United States, Mexico, Portugal, Spain and
North Africa, she chases this cast of desert
racers destined for the 2009 Dakar, herself
racing to transform into a full fledged Dakar

The result of this years worth of research,
training and behind the scenes efforts to
position the documentary team and film for
success lands a unique ‘after picture’, of a
filmmaker, an official documentary film of the
2009 Rally, “Drop to the Desert”.
Combining the appeal of such shows as On
the Lot and Project Greenlight with The
Amazing Race and Lonely Planet’s Sport
Traveler, “Chasing the Desert” is intended to
provide a unique window into one of the most
captivating and least known sporting events
in the world.
The Dakar Rally brings together hundreds of
professional and amateur motorcyclists, as
well as drivers of cars and trucks to compete
in a grueling 15-day, 6,000-kilometer (3,700
miles) test skill and endurance. Beginning in
Portugal and tracing its way through Spain,
the race unfolds in awe-inspiring landscapes
— from the Atlas Mountains of Morocco to the
massive dunes of Mauritania, through the
vast savannahs of Mali to the coast of Senegal.
The Rally is fraught with danger – both
for those who compete, but also for the
journalists and media teams who attempt
to follow. For Shawna, the challenge of
making a film, while surviving and partially
navigating the route herself in the midst of
such conditions is irresistible.

“The Dakar is a natural backdrop for
incredible drama and these racers
have this overwhelming desire to
chase their dreams. I instantly
related to that. At the same time,
their bond with their families
and teams is absolutely inspiring.
There’s something very intimate
and revealing about them. I think
even people with no interest in
motorsports will be gripped by
their stories…”
– Shawna Cox

The series will also take audiences into the
exotic world of those who make the desert
their home. From some of the top off-road
racers in the world to the nomadic tribes of
the Sahara, to the local desert gurus of North
America, Shawna will learn the tips and tricks
of desert survival, while making surprising
discoveries about desert culture and lifestyle.

Dakar Proposal

Chasing
the desert

documentarian before the start flag drops.
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Drop to
the Desert

seemingly designed to shatter dreams. Only
those who listen to and ultimately respect the
ways of the desert and desert racing stand a
chance of arriving victorious on the beach of
Lac Rose.

>> Feature Documentary

Will this be Mark’s year?

Mark’s drive to win will be paralleled with
select North American competitors – an
amateur who dreams of just finishing the rally
and his adversary that drives against Mark
to be the first North American to capture the
elusive Dakar winner’s title.

Dakar Proposal

Tentatively entitled “Drop to the Desert”, the
film will reveal much of what happens in the
shadows of the grueling 15-day race. It will be
gritty, intimate, and shot in an observational,
cinema verité style. Above all, it will seek to
capture a side of Mark Miller and the Dakar
that few have seen.
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Much in the tradition of such inspirational
character-driven documentaries as “Dust to Glory”,
“Hell on Wheels”, and “On the Ropes”, “Drop to the
Desert” will explore the allure of desert racing, as
well as the psychological, emotional and physical
demands placed on the racers.
From the moment Mark steps onto foreign soil
in Lisbon, “Drop to the Desert”, will compress
the clock in a 15-day cross-country course

The film is intended to be available for
television and theatrical release in time for
the launch of the series, thus driving traffic to
and receiving traffic from the latter.

“There are many great things about
Dakar; it is really a test unlike
anything else. It is unpredictable,
and just when you think it is settled,
it can get turned upside down.
Patience is rewarded while panic
is punished. Dakar is difficult, and
well…it is brutal. The truth is that
it is brutally difficult, mentally and
physically. It takes real maturity to
accept the proper perspective of this
rally and not to let your ego get in
the way of winning. Lastly the Dakar
is the single largest motorsport event
in the world, so it is fitting that it
should be the hardest to win.”
– mark miller, 2007

Dakar Proposal

Shawna’s goal is to create a feature-length
(90-minute) documentary of Mark Miller’s
quest — to become the first North American to
win the Dakar Rally.
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The Dakar
A challenge for those who go.
A dream for those who stay behind

Dakar Proposal

The race (formerly known as the Paris-Dakar, now
referred to as Lisbon-Dakar) is a punishing 15day course through some of the most spectacular
and difficult terrain in Europe and North Africa.
Drivers ride between 600-1,000 kilometers per
day to arrive at the finish line on the coast of
Senegal. Along the way, they face harrowing
conditions ranging from snowstorms and sub-zero
temperatures to sandstorms and searing desert
heat of the desert. Of the hundreds of competitors
who enter the race, barely one third will finish.
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Along with the landscapes, another of the most
striking aspects of the rally is the range of different
cultures the competitors encounter along the route.
Several racers, including Mark Miller, have spoken
at length about how such encounters have changed
their lives by altering their perspective.
The Dakar is owned and organized by A.S.O. (Amaury
Sport Organization, also owner of the Tour de France)
and attracts an enormous media following. Each
year, over 500 journalists (written press, radio and

photo), as well as some 200 TV personnel accompany
all or some of the rally’s stages. This represents 643
hours of television broadcasting in 185 countries with
more than 150 millions of viewers in Europe alone. In
addition, the official website, www.dakar.com receives
1.6 million hits per month in four languages (French,
English, Portuguese and Spanish).

Dakar Rally Trivia

Nearly every aspect of the rally is discussed and
planned with African partners, from mapping
the route to discussing the overall vision for the
rally. This collaboration is carried out through a
national inter-ministerial commission comprised
of government representatives from each of the
countries that the rally plans to cross.

•

The Dakar is open to professionals (who comprise
20 % of competitors) and amateurs (80 %).

•

The route changes each year, often depending on
weather conditions as well as the anticipated level
of risk to drivers.

•

In 29 editions, the race has passed through 21
different countries.

•

Hundreds of support vehicles,
17 administration planes, and eight
helicopters follow the rally each year.

•

In 2007, 245 motorcycles, 180 cars, and
85 trucks took the start in Lisbon, Portugal.

Since September 2002, A.S.O. has been in
partnership with the non-profit humanitarian
organization SOS SAHEL in order to promote
environmental education in West Africa. The
program, called Actions Dakar (based in Louga,
Senegal), has received over € 600,000 in six
years for community-based initiatives in resource
management, waste removal, reforestation,
irrigation, health and education.
Many vehicle manufacturers (Land Rover, Range
Rover, Mercedes-Benz, Volkswagen Toyota, RollsRoyce, Citroën, Peugeot, Porsche, Mitsubishi,
Nissan, BMW, Hummer) exploit the harsh
environment the Dakar Rally offers as a testing
ground, and consequently to demonstrate the
durability of their vehicles.

•

Since 1979, some 13,600 men and women have
participated in the Dakar.

Participants represented 43 different nationalities.
•

24 competitors were from North America (USA
and Mexico) with nine teams in total.

•

5% of competitors were women (27 in total).

•

In the history of the race, only a handful of
Canadians have participated. Lawrence Hacking
was the first Canadian to finish the race (2001).

•

In 1982, Mark Thatcher, son of British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher, along with his French
co-driver Charlotte Verney and their mechanic,
went missing for six days. After a large-scale
search, a Lockheed L100 search plane from the
Algerian military spotted their white Peugeot 504
some 50 km (30 mi) off course. Thatcher, Verney
and the mechanic were all unharmed.

Dakar Proposal

Since its creation in 1978, “The Dakar” has earned
its reputation as the most revered off-road rally in
the world. Each year, this grueling test of physical
and mental endurance lures hundreds of amateur
and professional motorcyclists, drivers of cars,
trucks, buggies and every other motorized vehicle
imaginable. Entrants come from around the globe.
Most will train and save their own money for years
just for the chance to participate in the legend.
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Driver for Volkswagen
Motorsports
Mark Miller has been dominating the sport
of off-road racing for over twenty years. He
began his racing career as a NASCAR Spec
Truck driver, eventually winning the National
Championship title. He followed this up with
the AMA 4-stroke motorcycle National Enduro
Championship, as well as a stage win and
sixth overall for the Factory KTM Team at the
1998 Atlas Rally in Morocco.

Dakar Proposal

The year 2000 was a North American
milestone for Miller when he was selected
from an exclusive list of drivers for a spot on
the factory GM Vortec racing team. This also
marked his first association with Ryan Arciero
and Don Tebbe, which led to victory in his
first trophy truck race at Nevada 2000. Mark
and Ryan finished out the season with a thirdplace finish at the Baja 2000.
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In 2002, Miller won his first SCORE
International Baja 500 Trophy Truck
Championship in only his second year of
racing Baja in the Trophy Truck class. He
would go on to defend his title in 2003,
and celebrate victory in the Baja 1000

The year 2005 started a new venture for Mark
with good friend and Baja teammate, Ryan
Arciero. The two joined forces to create the
North American based, Arciero-Miller Racing
with a goal of growing the company into a
dominating force in off-road motorsports
racing and marketing teams.
In 2006, Mark spent much of the year in
Europe and Africa preparing to compete in
the Dakar Rally with the Volkswagen Works
Team and his German co-driver, Dirk von
Zitzewitz. They eventually finished fifth
overall. For Miller this was his second event
for Volkswagen and only the third time racing
in the Dakar Rally. In July, Mark participated
in the Pikes Peak International Hill Climb for
VW America in a luxury SUV Touareg where
he set the qualifying record and won the
division.
For the 2007 Dakar season, Mark and his
navigator, Ralph Pitchford, battled adversity to
take fourth-place overall in the Dakar and first
in their category. It was the highest finish in
the race’s history for a North American.
Amid his love for racing, Mark’s priority
remains his family. He makes it a point to
answer every call from his wife and sons, no
matter what the circumstance. Mark spends
as much time as he can on his Colorado Ranch,
fly-fishing, and snowmobiling.

Dakar Proposal

Mark
Miller

Championships, as well as the Best in the
Desert Series.
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Independent Filmmaker
Growing up at Chestermere Lake, Alberta,
Shawna’s love of adventure sports was nurtured
from an early age. She took up rock climbing,
downhill skiing, sailing, windsurfing and
mountain biking, eventually focusing full time
on the latter. Though self-coached, her focus on
endurance and mental training would land her
3rd in Canadian women’s downhill biking in her
final year as a pro.
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In 1996, she started her own business as a 3-D
CADD designer before turning to film. After a
brief stint in Vancouver pursuing a career in
acting, Shawna soon realized she was not content
to wait for someone to offer her work. Instead, she
grabbed a camera, rounded up a crew and shot
her first short film, entitled ”Wake” – as seen on
Steven Spielberg and Mark Burnett’s submission
website for On The Lot.
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Shawna soon founded the independent film
company, iDream Films Inc., allowing her to
produce, write, direct and act in a variety of
independent projects, many of which have
premiered in some of the top festival venues

Fearless, resourceful, and independent to the core,
Shawna loves exceeding expectations.
She became mesmerized by the world of
motorsports and the accompanying landscapes,
and it wasn’t long before she began envisioning
a related film project. While many of her peers
cautioned her that her ideas were too ambitious,
she was determined to prove them wrong.
After following the live updates of the 2007 Dakar,
and months of researching the rally, a phone call
to North American Dakar Correspondent Darren
Skilton landed her in the middle of the SCORE
Baja 500. There, she made a formal request to
driver Mark Miller for permission to film his bid
for the Dakar title. Mark directed Shawna to his
racing manager and before long the VW company
rep invited her to accompany them in the Pike’s
Peak International Hill Climb race. The rest is
history in the making …
Mark and Shawna have four important things in
common: They’ve never had a boss (both started
their own companies), both share a passion for
adventure, both have raced mountain bikes
professionally, and now both are about to drive
the Dakar!

Dakar Proposal

Shawna
Cox

in North America. She has collaborated with
filmmakers in Vancouver, Calgary and New York
and has studied screen writing, filmmaking and
acting in both the US and Canada.
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Cast >>

All will feature in the series,
only some in the film
“The Partner”
Ryan Arciero, Mark’s business partner, codriver in North America
Following in the footsteps of his legendary racing
family, Ryan has developed one of the most diverse
and successful racing resumes. Whether on a paved
oval in NASCAR, or a 1000-mile point-to-point offroad race, he has few equals. Though Ryan is not
scheduled to race the Dakar, he will help Mark train
and provide critical support throughout the lead
up to the race. During the rally, he is one of the few
people Mark calls each evening for a frank one-toone. Ryan then relays Mark’s thoughts and mood to
the public in a live call-in post-stage race analysis.

is making it’s mark in the racing circuit with
team manager, Don Tebbe at the helm. This
operation, built from the ground up, now
maintains one of the top positions in the North
American race pits. A widely respected force
that combines leading industry experts, the
occasional rogue VW engineer and countless
committed volunteers, this team makes an
impact both on the race course and off. It is not
only the workings behind the winning drive it is
the philosophy behind the drive that brings this
team into top gear.

“Number One”

Dakar Proposal

Danielle, Nick and Sam Miller
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“The Home Team”
Arciero-Miller Racing, the N. American
Team behind Mark’s Dakar Drive
Mark Miller and Ryan Arciero’s co-venture in
North American off-road motorsports racing

Mark’s family follows his every move during the
Dakar (through the satellite-supported internet
portal www.volkswagen-motorsport.com). They
attend most short races and often come to the
start of the Dakar to see him off. During the race,
Mark makes a point of phoning his eldest son

Nick each day. When Shawna met Mark for the
first time in Baja, she jokingly asked Nick, “So,
when are you going to bump your dad over to the
co-driver seat and take the wheel of the Touareg?”
To this Mark laughed, “There is no way I am
gonna get in the same car with him!”

“The Ride”
The VW Race Touareg 2
Designed from the ground-up by Volkswagen and
Porche for long-distance off-road racing, the Race
Touareg 2 is powered by an ‘in-line’ five cylinder,
2.5-liter four-valve per cylinder TDI diesel engine,
fitted with a two-stage inter-cooled turbo-charger
system. In this configuration, the engine produces
285 horsepower and over 440 ft. lbs of torque. The
Race Touareg is a highly modified version of the
luxury mid-sized SUV, also called The Touareg.
The vehicle’s name is inspired by the nomadic
Berber tribe that calls the deserts of the Western
Sahara home. Recognizable by their traditional
royal blue robes and turbans, the Touaregs have a
sacred connection with the desert.

“The Navigator”
Ralph Pitchford, Mark’s Co-driver
A resident of Pretoria, South Africa, Ralph became

Mark’s co-driver/navigator in 2007. Like Mark,
Ralph’s first passion before he began driving
off-road cars was motorcycle racing. Ralph has a
sharp sense of humor and provides a perfect foil
to Mark’s Clint Eastwood-like demeanor. His selfadmitted weakness is food, somehow never able to
get enough when racing. Ralf is married with no
children, but has a Jack Russell and Fox Terrier
that dote on him at every opportunity. He enjoys
cross-county racing for the challenge it represents,
as well as the friendly, familial people involved in
the sport.

“The Works”
VW Team Dakar
“We start together and we will do what ever it
takes to finish together.” This is the mantra of
the VW team; made up of 10 drivers and 78 team
mechanics and engineers who work selflessly to
ensure one of the cars finishes on the podium.
Most drivers will often sacrifice their own
standings in the rally to make certain no VW
is left in the desert alone. As for the mechanics
and engineers, it is not uncommon to see them
working all night for 15 nights straight in order
to turn the cars around throughout the rally.
Work that would normally take a week is often
performed in a single night under flickering
halogens and violent sand storms.

Dakar Proposal

Mark’s

Supporting
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All will feature in the series and film

Dakar Proposal

“The Insider”
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“The Marine”

Darren Skilton, US Dakar correspondent,
long-time desert racer and Champion

Kent Kroeker, Team KORE desert testing
and Dakar media vehicle driver.

Darren stepped up to the plate a few years ago
and volunteered to provide a much-needed liaison
between individual competitors in North America
and the Paris-based race organizer, A.S.O. He
speaks several languages and prides himself on
being able to navigate the cultural nuances that
pervade a race like the Dakar. He has played an
integral role in nurturing Shawna’s passion for the
sport, and has agreed to support the series and film
within the halls of A.S.O. At the same time, Darren
remains active as a racer with several Dakar
Rallies under his belt. In fact, he is pursuing and
actualizing Mark Miller’s original Dakar dream to
build a 100% American Team capable of winning
the Dakar. While Mark chose a factory seat with
The German VW team as his Dakar strategy,
Darren has positioned himself as team manager,
with his sights set on taking the drivers wheel in
2009, not to mention the overall title.

A former Marine, Kent Kroeker began
designing and building suspension products
in his garage in the 1990s. He runs this
from the ground up business with his wife,
SaraMae. Kent and Team KORE welcomed
Shawna to their backyard testing grounds in
some of the most remote desert playgrounds
just hours from of LA. Combining Kent’s
US Marine Core tenacity with the talent of
legendary desert drivers and notable extreme
sports figures, places Team KORE exclusively
in the middle of a uniquely humble North
American desert racing performance culture.
Kent joins Darren Skilton’s Dakar Team as
the media vehicle driver for the 2008 Dakar
Rally and will drive over 6000 km of West
African desert in a KORE on-course “Fast
Attack Vehicle”.

“The Lawyer”
Charlie Russuao, motorcycle rally guru
and sacrificial lamb.
Charlie did what most of us only dream of… He
dropped out of his highly respected day job to pursue
his dream. A Harvard-educated attorney and former
executive of a $100 million industrial design company,
Charlie has decades of experience assembling and
motivating successful teams is and now co-owner of
Team Rally PanAmerica. Charlie has trained every
independent motorcyclist Dakar competitor from
North America in the last 4 years. Just to reach Dakar
is a remarkable feat, surrounded by a dust field of
cars, trucks, pro-riders, they are among the last into
the bivouac at night with little or no time to eat and
rest before the stage starts at the next dawn. Charlie
will pace Canadian Amateur Rider, Don Hatton’s side
during the 2008 Rally to make sure he will finish –
even if it means sacrificing his own bike.

“The Canadian 2008”
Don Hatton, Insurance Broker,
Vancouver Island
Don is the ‘guy next-door’ who will enter the race as an
amateur in the 2008 Dakar, racing on an Enduro-bike.
This is where desert racing began for Mark Miller, on 2
wheels… Don is in many ways the opposite of Mark, a

counterpoint to the slick, sponsor-supported professional.
Yet, as it will be revealed, Don is very much a version
of who Mark was just ten years ago. Their dreams are
the same. If Don can make it past the rest day (7 days
into the course), there is a good chance one of the North
American factory teams will lend a wrench or part to
those few privateers still in the caravan. This is where
the ‘Dakar’ finds its North American family.

“The Canadian 2009”
Kevin Ostlund, president of High Rollerz
Trux Off-Road, Calgary
Kevin has been a racer in one form or another
for most of his life: Cycling Skiing Snowboarding
Motocross. Nothing fulfilled the need for speed and
adrenaline…until he discovered Baja desert racing
and met Kent of Team KORE.
“The mystique of the Baja was intriguing. Raging
through the land of the unknown in a Cummins
powered race truck sounded like the experience of a
lifetime.” – Kevin Ostlund, 2006
Kevin and his team have taken the light truck
suspension market in Canada and put a twist on
it, offering our customers high-end, no-holds-barred
suspension components never before offered north of
the 49th parallel! Kevin and his team are planning
to enter their vehicle and compete in the 2009 Dakar
Rally. A 100% Canadian team..

Dakar Proposal

North American
Supporting Cast
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Off-road motorsports enjoys its largest market in
Europe. In France alone, the Dakar is broadcast on
multiple channels and in various forms (Le plein du
Dakar on France 2, Le journal du Dakar on France
3, Le grand résumé on France 4 and on Stade 2).
The Dakar also receives daily coverage on Eurosport.
Over a million spectators turned out in Portugal and
Spain to see the race off in 2007.

Dakar Proposal

In 2007, France Télévision made nearly 600 hours
of programming available to over 75 channels in
almost 180 countries. In addition, staff from over
25 foreign television channels is granted access to
the bivouac to cover the Dakar in greater depth,
including the performance of their countries’
competitors.
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In North America, the Dakar has made
appearances on TV5 in Canada, and The Speed
Channel and OLN (now Versus) in the U.S.
Though it has yet to catch on as it has in Europe
and Asia, interest has been growing steadily
over the past few years. Now, with several racers
crossing over from NASCAR (in particular, Robbie
Gordon), and the emergence of Mark Miller as a
potential American Dakar champion, the sport
seems poised to expand its audience. Indeed,
the list of race sponsors continues to grow, and

In addition, the recent popularity of the television
series and accompanying book, “The Long Way
Round” featuring Charley Boorman and Ewan
MacGregor’s motorcycle journey from London
to New York, has resulted in a rise in programs
about off-road culture. These include the follow-up
2006 series, “Race to Dakar” (2006) and “The Long
Way Down” (2007), both produced for Sky One
and Two in the U.K.
There have also been several notable long
form documentaries featuring a combination of
adventure and cultural portrait of the Saharan
people. Most notable are “The Last Road Trip”,
which explored the vision of Dakar founder
Thierry Sabine, as well as several competitors
in the 2003 event, and “Running the Sahara”
(2007) – a chronicle of three marathon runners
crossing the Africa. This latter film was narrated
and executive produced by Matt Damon and
directed by Oscar™-winner James Moll. The film
and its companion website housed by National
Geographic, were sponsored by Gatorade,
Magellan Navigation, Toyota, and Champion
Athletic Apparel.
In additional to television and film, the Dakar
has found many successful ancillary markets,
including video games; websites; mobile phones;
calendars; and DVDs box sets.

Dakar Proposal

Market
Potential

in 2007, race organizers were forced to turn
competitors and media away for the first time due
to overwhelming demand.
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I was drawn out into the Baja desert with
the intent of making a dramatic feature film.
Instead, my research turned into the makings
of an entirely different project – a documentary
about Mark Miller’s drive to be the first North
American to win the Dakar. Never having made a
documentary in my life, it quickly translated into
‘a huge learning curve’.

Dakar Proposal

It also meant that the clock was ticking and I
was already up against the odds. Insufficient
time, money, experience, research, resources –
all of these weighed on me. At the same time, I
could not ignore that Mark had said yes. He had
granted me access never granted to anyone before.
He saw the potential I saw – and he saw in me
what I saw in him: passion about the journey –
not just the destination. At that moment in Baja,
our journeys became intertwined and would begin
to run their parallel course towards the Dakar.
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What I have realized is that the race to get
ready for the Dakar is almost as interesting as
the rally itself. It is a race against seemingly
insurmountable odds. For me, it is a crash
course in surviving filmmaking. My training as a
professional mountain biker and as an actor will
undoubtedly help, but I can’t ignore that I have
to transform myself into an active participant
in one of the most grueling adventure races in

On top of the logistics and terrain, I also have
to film and coordinate a small guerilla crew that
may be spread over hundreds of kilometers. This
entails physical training, but also an immersion
in language, culture, and history, not to mention
camera testing and crew selection. At some point
in my own preparation, I realized that this is
perhaps the ideal way of introducing the Dakar to
North Americans –follow a “girl next door” doing
everything for her dream and take her from her
walkup Vancouver Apartment and drop her into
the heart of the race.
It’s funny, because both Mark and I started
in roughly the same place – on bikes, loving
the adrenaline and adventure of it all. Now
our journeys are converging and something
that pervades these North American Racers is
becoming clear: It’s not the win. It’s the winning
team that one discovers and builds along the
way. Victory comes from turning dreams into
reality and that’s what we are drawn to . I think
everyone can relate to that.
What if, Mark Miller wins the Dakar and there is
no one at his side to capture this dream?
Instead, I have chosen to ask, what if I can be
there to capture this story? What if this ‘15 day
race to finish’, this ‘pursuit of dreams’ of these
Dakar Racers, can inspire not just sporting
enthusiasts, but anyone who has a lifelong dream
that they secretly wish to realize? How could one
woman walk away from that kind of opportunity?
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Shawna’s
Motivation

the world…and I won’t be able to yell ‘cut’ in the
middle of it.
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Arciero-Miller
Racing
Arciero-Miller Racing is a
partnership between SCORE
Trophy-Truck drivers Ryan Arciero
and Mark Miller. The team operates
out of its 13,500 square foot
racing facility in Foothills Ranch,
CA. Arciero-Miller Racing drivers
won the SCORE Baja 500 in 2000,
’02, ’03 and ’04 as well as the Baja
1000 in 2003, ’04 and ‘05. As
sponsorships continue to increase,
the team is set to grow over the
next few years.

Baja Automotive
Adventures, Inc.
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Darren Skilton is the North American
representative for the Dakar Rally,
and has been advisor to the project
since the summer of ‘07. He has
been instrumental in sorting out
licensing rights, production permits
and logistics. His vast experience as
a racer has also been invaluable.
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Team Rally Pan
America
Team Rally Pan America is the most
experienced all-American rally team,

competing in international rallies and
the Dakar Rally since 2002. Pan
American riders have incredible
experience in the desert, having won
SCORE and BITD championships
in the United States, as well as
countless races on large budget
motorcycle factory teams.

Team KORE
(Kroeker Off Road
Engineering)
A former Marine, Kent Kroeker
began designing and building
suspension products in his
garage in the 1990s. Today, his
company engineers many of
the components that enhance
the performances of most of
the major off-road automakers,
including Dodge, Ford, Toyota,
Jeep and Chevy. He is well
known on the racing circuit, with
podium finishes in the SCORE
Baja 500, 1000 and SCORE San
Felipe. Kent plans to compete
in the Dakar Rally in an oncourse “Fast Attack Vehicle”
based on the Dodge 2500 Mega
Cab platform. The first support
vehicle of its kind, this new
truck will sport hydro-pneumatic
suspension technology, a 600
mile range, specialized extraction

Schedule of Important
Dakar Milestones
devices, lighting systems and
navigational aids.

Daniel Ferguson
Documentary Producer
Daniel has served as production
manager, line producer, and writer
on a variety of critically acclaimed
feature films, documentaries, and
large format (IMAX‚) film projects.
Recent work includes Return
to Everest 3D, Wired to Win:
Surviving the Tour de France, in
which he worked closely with
A.S.O. staff, and the series Deadly
Arts for the National Geographic
Channel. He has filming
experience in over 30 countries
and is passionately engaged
in issues of social justice, the
environment, and human rights.

James Masters
Visual Alchemist, Oakley &
Chingaderia Films
Oakley’s annual video output is
relatively small and for internal use
only. But behind these few DVDs
are hours of shooting, editing,
travel, and logistics for James
Masters, officially known as a
visual alchemist.

The following is a list of potential
events of note in 2008/2009:
Dakar Rally 2008:
January 1st, 2008

Dakar training course for MOTORCYCLES /
QUADS - 1st September 2007

Unveiling of the 2009 Route in Lisbon – last
week of April 2008: The first in a series of press
conferences to be held around the world, this is
where A.S.O. announces the course.

Dakar training course for CARS / TRUCKS –
8th/9th September 2008

SCORE Baja 500 – 1st weekend in June, 2008:
This is where it all started for Shawa in 2007 and
a potential location to introduce some of the key
characters. Opportunities for filming include the Dakar
NA Press Conference and Legacy Party, as well as
meetings with Mark Miller, Darren Skilton and Team
Rally PanAmerica.
Pike’s Peak International Hill Climb –
July 20th, 2008: This is where Shawna got the
thumbs up from Mark and Volkswagen in 2007.
Engineering Test in Germany at VW
headquarters – TBD: Where the Racing Tourags
are outfitted and tested
Morrocco Rally – September 2008: This serves as
a functions test for the vehicles and crew of the Dakar.
Every member of the VW works team participates.

Wide Open Baja Driving School – dates TBC:
Since 1996, Wide Open Baja has provided guests
and corporate clients with a truly unique adventure
opportunity. Much more than a simple racing school
or guided low-speed tour, the Wide Open experience
pushes the envelope of an adventure-based vacation.
Exclusive open-wheel tour cars provide guests with
the performance and safety of a modern desert racer,
but are comfortable enough for anyone to drive.
Either a seasoned guide or Darren Skilton will lead
Shawna through the entire seven-day journey.
SCORE Baja 1000 – November 10-16, 2008:
Mark’s final big race before the Dakar 2009. He will
help Ryan Arciero, his business partner.

Dakar Rally 2009 – January 1st, 2009
(final dates TBC)
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Advisors & Friends
to the Project
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The three key elements of the Chasing the
Desert project are the multi-episode series, the
feature-length documentary, and a comprehensive
website. Ancillary products to explore include
DVDs, clothing, and other branded products.
The series will be broadcast in anticipation of
the 2009 Dakar and will attempt to fill a gap in
the North American market by satisfying several
tried and true programming niches. These include
travel, lifestyle, self-improvement, celebrity,
engineering, and adventure – all of which have
proven successful ingredients for building a solid

One of the challenges faced by North American
broadcasters is the lack of individual coverage on
local drivers. As the international feed comes from
a single source, viewers are often disappointed at
the lack of depth. As a result, a majority of race
fans follow the Dakar and the SCORE Baja events
on-line.
“Chasing the Desert” will seek to capitalize on
this built-in audience through the creation
of a ground breaking website with links to
various project partners, a production blog,
and behind-the-scenes insight in the world of
independent filmmaking, off-road racing, and
adventure travel.

Sponsorship
Opportunity
Chasing the Desert (the reality-television series)
and Drop to the Desert (the feature documentary)
will provide a distinctive and unique marketing
opportunity for companies interested in reaching
an international audience.
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Sponsorship of these projects will:
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•

•

Assure your company pride of place in
television and theatrical markets (as the
series and film are licensed), as well as in web
and promotional materials;
Associate your brand with leading figures in

the world of enduro-off road racing and the
prestigious Lisbon-Dakar Rally;
•

Identify your company with qualities
illuminated in the series and film – individual
and team achievement, dedication, superior
performance, perseverance and the pursuit of
dreams;

•

Reach key stakeholders, clients, customers
and even employees;

•

Showcase key contributions and products
relating to adventure lifestyle;

•

Help to expand the overall interest in off-road
motor sports in North America;

•

Educate audiences about desert cultures and
some of the issues faced by the people of the
Sahara.
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Distribution
Plan

repeat viewing audience. Shawna’s film will see a
festival run with limited theatrical release, timed
to coincide with the broadcast.
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an idream films Production
www.idreamfilms.com +1.403.461.3092

